
 
 

 
Native Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

 
ASD Education Center       Thursday, January 16, 2020 
5530 E. Northern Lights, Orange Room      6:00-8:00 PM 
 
 
 
I. Welcome, Dena’ina Land Acknowledgement and Introductions-NAC Members, 
staff and guests introduce themselves.       
 
II. Call to Order   
         

a. Roll Call 
Present    Absent   Staff 
Shannon Hawkins   Jonathan Larson Doreen Brown 
Tonia Jimmie   Kaylah Larson  Kerri Wood 
Shanda Lohse   Ricky Lind  Jaime Galvan 
Kimberly Santagata     Abel Peca Medlin 
Megan Sherman      Karen Gauthier 
Angela Analoak 
Nyche’ Andrew 
Luke Layman 
Brian McIntire  
      

A quorum was established and Kimberly Santagata called the meeting to 
order at 6:13 pm. 
 
Guests: Brandon Locke and Katie Tunuchuk 

 
b. Approval of Agenda 

Motion was made by Shannon Hawkins to approve the agenda. Seconded 
by Tonia Jimmie. Motion passed. 

 
c. Approval of Minutes 

Motion was made by Tonia Jimmie to make a change under section III. 
2Census. Correction to change the word sue to due. Angela Analoak made 
a motion to approve the amended minutes of the November 21, 2019 
meeting. Seconded by Tonia Jimmie. Motion passed. 



 
 
 

d. Open parent and teacher/counselor seat 
Discussion was held to see if there were any thoughts on how to fill the 
open seat. Suggestion was made that the parent members reach out to 
teachers of their students. 
 

III. Title VI Staff highlights 
*Note: Project Yugtun Qanerluten scheduled under Program Information was moved to 
Staff highlights as requested by the guests.  
The Project Yugtun Qanerluten grant ends in September 2020. The 
technical assistance that the grant has been receiving has let ASD know 
that there will be another opportunity to apply for another grant. The 
Lower Kuskokwim School District has shared their 1st – 6th grade reading 
curriculum with Anchorage School District and it will be printed by King 
Tech High School. The staff has been working with Avante to prepare the 
assessment that will be used starting in second grade. They are also 
actively searching for a second grade teacher for the 2020-21 school year. 
A question was asked about the plan for the location of the immersion 
program after College Gate Elementary. Although awaiting approval they 
are looking at Wendler Middle School and East High School. Those 
schools do not currently have an immersion program. There are 63 
students currently enrolled and there are 12 students that have applied for 
the lottery so far for next school year. The staff will continue to recruit. 
There is an upcoming Immersion Parent Night and the information will be 
passed along to the committee.  
Karen Gauthier, Youth Development Tutor, at Nunaka Valley Elementary 
shared that she has 68 eligible students at this time. During her daily 
activities she has worked on whole class projects, 506 collection, quarterly 
data, Social Emotional Learning time, made parent phone calls, works on 
welcoming parents and assisting with registration, attends conferences and 
grade level meetings. She conducts What I Need (WIN) groups in reading 
and math, attends family nights and community cafes, and meets with staff 
and principal to advocate for students. She also collects student grades to 
check progress and attends IEP and SIT team meetings. 
Abel Peca Medlin, Community Counselor, at Hanshew Middle School 
shared that there are 139 eligible students right now. During his daily 
routine he assists with crisis intervention, monitors attendance, makes 
phone calls, checks grades, works with the Youth development Tutor who 
is in class with students, provides information to parents via emails about 
what is offered at the school, tries to get students involved in activities, 
brings community members in to share information with students, uses 
hallway and lunch time to meet with students, and works with the 
leadership team. 
Jaime Galvan, Community Counselor, at Bartlett High School has had a 
large number of students transitioning into Bartlett this school year. One 
big success is the growth of the graduation rate at Bartlett this last school 
year. It went up 8.69% for all students. Jaime shared that this has been an 
all school effort and she welcomes all students and has a good relationship 



with the office staff so that when new students come to Bartlett she is able 
to meet with them. Building relationships is a key factor to the successes 
at Bartlett. She has many students come hang out at lunch time, assists 
with crisis, has had a lot of suicidal ideation this year, advocates for 
students, and let them know that they should be proud of who they are and 
provides time for post secondary planning among other things. She is 
looking for a larger space at lunchtime so more students can come to her. 

 
IV. Title VI Eligibility 506 form 

At this time, there are the same number of eligible forms on file as was 
reported on the grant application for the 2019-20 school year. A voluntary 
audit is being conducted. The National Advisory Council on Indian 
Education (NACIE) will be in Alaska in the month of June and Title VI is 
anticipating that staff from the Office of Indian Education (OIE) will 
conduct a desktop monitoring since there are so many new staff in that 
office.  

 
V. Graduation update 

Title VI staff met with Secondary Education in anticipation of the 
continued graduation regalia process. Information is going out at the end 
of January to secondary principals. There will not be any changes at this 
time to the Administrative Regulation (AR) that came out last year. 
Clarification was given the AR states that the cap and gown can be 
adorned but not replaced. 

 
VI. Program Information       

a. Financial Report-There are still vacant positions and will be about 
$200,00.00 unspent in salaries so the department paid for 3rd grade 
students and chaperones to go to the Anchorage Museum to visit two 
specific exhibits, What Why How We Eat and Alaskans and Salmon, as 
well as the Living Our Cultures, Sharing Our Heritage: The First Peoples 
of Alaska and the Alaska Exhibition. So far 615 students have been to the 
museum or are scheduled to attend. The book Fry Bread: A Native 
American Family Story by Kevin Noble Maillard was purchased for all 
libraries in the district as well as a copy for all of our staff. 

b. Project Yugtun Qanerluten-Please see under Title VI Staff highlights. 
c. Annual Performance Report-Doreen review the Annual Performance 

report with the committee.  
d. Supervisor Role-The position is still open. There were some interviews 

but it was decided that the applicants were not the best fit.  
e. Cultural Enrichment Specialist, Cheryl Sherman-Cheryl is at the Evening 

Program, which started on Tuesday, January 14, 2020 at Abbott Loop 
Elementary. The program at Fire Lake Elementary will start next week. 
There is a waitlist for the program at Abbott Loop. Summer planning will 
begin with a meeting tomorrow. The summer program will only be held in 
June this year. She is also working on information for Elizabeth 
Peratrovich day with a focus on the new coin. 
There are a number of coaches for JNYO and NYO. There will be a new 
summer program at King Tech High School this year for students entering 
9th grade in the fall.  



 
 

VII.         General Comments/Questions from Public  
An update on the 3rd grade social studies curriculum was requested. Doreen 
reported that the curriculum’s first draft is complete. The pilot will begin next 
month in five schools and the teachers and cultural consultants will be making 
notes for editing during the pilot. There are pictures that still need to be 
collected and students will assist with this during the pilot.  
Doreen also mentioned that in March planning will start on the high school 
curriculum. 
There are opportunities to review the K-8 math curriculum that is being 
considered for adoption. Brian McIntire is using one of the three program 
currently in his classroom and really likes it.  
 

 
VIII.        Adjournment         

A motion was made by Nyche’ Andrew to adjourn the meeting at 7:59 
p.m. Luke Layman seconded. Motion passed. 


